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Dear Parents 
   
Over the years of evolving educational systems around the world, we have all bought into a simplified 
formula for a successful life that starts with getting good grades in school, which leads to being accepted 
by a top university, which then results in getting that dream job with lots of money. In reaching this goal, a 
person is deemed to have achieved a good and happy life. To the contrary, the crux of what makes a good 
life is incredibly complex as it involves so many variables and circumstances.  

 
The Gallup Poll has surveyed millions of people in 
over 175 countries for over 18 years. According to a 
Gallopôs World Poll in 2017, about 85% of people 
around the world hate their jobs. In Japan and China 
the numbers are even worse with a staggering 94% of 
people disliking their work. This news is rather 
discouraging when you realize that people will spend 
one third of their lives at work.  
 
There are many reasons why people hate their jobs 
but the number one reason is that their job becomes 
a means to an end; the person is working solely to be 
paid and not for the work itself. If the only reason you 
work is for the money, irrespective of how much 
money you make at a job, eventually you will begin to 
dislike your job. 

 
When people work just for the money, they are missing out on two crucial aspects of life - passion and 
purpose. Passion is what excites and motivates us. Steve Jobs said ñThe only way to do great work is to 
love what you do. If you haven't found it yet, keep looking. Don't settle. As with all matters of the heart, 
you'll know when you find it.ò 
 
So what does all this mean for us? Well, for a start, we should challenge ourselves to change that simplistic 
formula we have for our children. Instead of focusing on grades, universities, and high paying jobs, we 
should be focusing on helping our children find their passion and purpose in life. School must prepare 
students for life and that involves learning how to read, write, and many other life skills. But in addition, 
there should be a major emphasis on helping our students discover who they are and what they are 
passionate about. When we guide our students to a life of passion and purpose, we are giving them an 
ñeducation for lifeò. Then one day down the road when our students are polled by Gallup, they will be lucky 
ones who can say, ñI love my job.ò 
 
 
John Chuah 
Head of School 
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International Day 2019 
  
The International Day event was held on 2 July 2019 in conjunction with the visit by a group of 32 students 
and 3 teachers from our sister school in Vietnam, Singapore International School (SIS). The special day 
was for our diverse school community, which is made up of multi-cultural students originating from many 
countries around the world, to come together with their friends and teachers to spend a quality day to get 
to know one another in a relaxed setting. 

International Day is an event which 
provides the opportunity for the entire 
school community to come together to 
engage in planned activities which will 
foster better understanding, 
cooperation, and communication.  
 
The event kicked off with Ms Farha and 
Ms Azreen showing SIS students how 
to make onde-onde, which is a 
traditional Malaysian kuih (cake or 
pastry) infused with pandan (screwpine 
leaf) juice and filled with ñGula Melakaò 
or palm sugar and then rolled in with 
some fresh grated coconut. They are 
sweet and delicious. 
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Subsequently, it was SIS studentsô turn to guide UIS Primary students on bamboo tray painting. Through 
these activities, students also learn organizational skills, team-work and cooperation while honing their 
creativity and innovative skills. 

 
Students were entertained to amazing cultural performances by our talented students as well as visiting 
students from Vietnam. It was a wonderful and fun-filled day for our school community members as they 
celebrated diversity and difference. 
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Through this celebration, we 
hope to instill a sense of 
togetherness across these 
diverse cultures through an 
exchange of knowledge and 
mutual understanding. The 
presence of our visiting 
students and teachers from 
Vietnam certainly added to the 
atmosphere of goodwill, 
harmony and unity that is in 
line with our school tagline 
ñEastern Values, Western 
Education, Global Citizensò 

 
 
 
 
 
  


